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probably agree with you, and tell you that he meant tc
change it as soon as possible. He would then thank you, and
advise you in future not to travel outside of London with*
out a mounted man-servant. We English are aware of the
existence of these vermin; and when we travel we take
two purses with us—a little one for the robbers, and an-
other for ourselves.'
He was a philosopher, and a faithful British subject!
The night before the assembly in Soho Square, I dined
xvith Marrinelli, and he spoke of Madam Cornelys, who, he
said, was so heavily in debt that she only dared go out on a
Sunday—the one day in the week when creditors have no
right to arrest their debtors.
cHer needless extravagance,' he said, 'keeps her in con-
tinual distress, and sooner or later she will find herself at
bay. She owes four times more than she is worth, including
her house, the possession of which is doubtful, as there is a
law-suit about it.5
I went in my finest clothes to the assembly, and the secre-
tary, who sat at the entrance, took my ticket and wrote down
my name. As soon as Madam Cornelys caught sight of me,
she came forward to welcome me, saying how delighted she
was to see that I had come in with a ticket.
*You might have known I should not come on any other-
terms/ I said; cand also, that having the entree to the Court,
it was only necessary for me to pay my two guineas. I only
regret, for the sake of our old friendship, that I did not pay
them to you personally.'
This speech embarrassed her, but Lady Harrington, who-
was one of her principal patronesses, came to her assistance.
'My dear Cornelys,' she said, CI have a great many
guineas to hand over to you, among them two from M. de
Seingalt, who, I fancy, is an old acquaintance of yours. I
did not dare to ask him about it, though,' she added, glanc-
ing mischievously at me.
*Why not, my lady? I have Had the honour of knowing
Madam Cornelys for in^ny years,5

